First Presbyterian Church
New Bern, NC
Candlelight Service
December 12, 2021 5pm

Welcome and announcements
Prelude

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Kevin McChesney

Sanctuary Bells
*Call to worship (responsive)
O God of creation,
We gather to praise your holy name
and to celebrate the revelation of yourself to us.
O God of light and life,
It is through your true Light that we are able to see
the truth of your saving love.
O God of silence and sound,
We thank you for your eternal Word,
who speaks to us in our acts of worship.
O God of time and eternity,
Come afresh, come anew, come again, come now.
O come, O come, Immanuel!
*Hymn

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
2. Israel’s strength and consolation, the hope of all the earth thou
art;
Dear desire of every nation, the joy of every longing heart.

Reading

Isaiah 40:1-5
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Anthem

Comfort, Comfort, Now My People

Reading

Matthew 25: 1-13

Anthem

Keep Your Lamps
Combined Choirs

Reading

Matthew 1:18-25

Anthem

Mary, Mary

Reading

Luke 2:1-7

*Carol

Olearius/1671

André Thomas

Avery, and Marsh/arr. Jennings

Away in a Manger

Murray

Children, verse 1
2. The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
Reading
Carol

Luke 2: 8-20
Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Spiritual

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!
1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. (refrain)
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2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! Above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. (refrain)
3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (refrain)
Reading

Hush

Lucinda Hynett

The lighting of the Candles
Carol

Silent Night

Gruber

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!”
3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
4. Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.
Reading
Carols

The Child at the Centre

R. Shackleton

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see Thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight.
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For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the son of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”
Reading

The God We Hardly Knew Archbishop Oscar Romero
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Hymn

Christ, Be Our Light

5

Farrell

Benediction
Carol

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King;--Let every heart prepare Him room, (and heaven and nature sing.)

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: let us our songs employ;--While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, (Repeat the sounding joy.)
No more let sin and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;--He comes to make His blessings flow (Far as the curse is found.)
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove--The glories of His righteousness (and wonders of His love.)
*****

Many thanks to our worship leaders, choirs, and Music Ministry Staff for the gift
of their talents to our worship of God: the Rev. Dr. Anna Pinckney Straight and the
Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray; Vance Harper Jones, pianist; Cindy Sutton,
pianist, and drummer; Dru Wilkins, Music Assistant; and Pat Kerr Rowlett,
Director of Music.
Confirmation Choir
Covenant Choir

Daybreak Choir

Sanctuary Bells

Kinderchoir

Sanctuary Choir

Many thanks to Mark Dail for providing sound and light for our service this
afternoon. Thanks to Jackie Stroud and her helpers for the beautiful decorations of
our campus, and Janelle Haggard and crew for our refreshments.
Please join us for our outdoor Christmas Eve Service, December 24 at 5:00 pm.

Christ, Be Our Light: Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, 1993. Text and Music © 1993 Bernadette
Farrell (Published by OCP). As published in Glory to God © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. All
rights reserved. Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790.
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