
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Established 1817 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First Presbyterian 

Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all people. All persons are 
welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of age, sexual orientation, gender, 

ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational status, or political affiliation 

 

Order of Worship 
13 September 2020 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

O God, you see every point in our lives where we fall short, yet you forgive us.  

Your only requirement for us seems so simple.  

You ask only in return for us to forgive others.  

Lord, that requirement is a most difficult task.  

Open our hearts to forgiveness and enable us to truly love others the way you love us.  

In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Chiming of the Trinity 

A Celebration of Confirmation 

Confirmand Mentor 

Mary Neal Cheek Julia Speight 

Caroline Goodwin Margaret Cooper 

Mary Caroline Grady Janet Bryan 

Kathryn Griggs Peggy Clark 

Hannah Henderson Karen Reed 

Stephen Healy Kevin Avolis 

Hilliard Thompson Lloyd Griffith 

Call to Worship  

Let us come together all who know God’s mercy and grace! 

We were lost and God did not give up until we were found. 

Each of us has gone astray before the ways of the Lord. 

Our spirits were soiled, yet the Lord washed us clean. 

God’s mercy and grace are real! Together let us pray: 

Let the words of our mouth and the meditation of our hearts and minds be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, let us worship God. 



Trio  I Surrender All    VanDeventer/Weeden 

Prayer of Confession 

O Lord, your requirement to receive forgiveness is for us to forgive. That seems such a 

simple task, yet we fail. We hold onto grudges and hurts. Yet, when we do wrong in your 

eyes and seek your forgiveness, we expect you to forgive us. How wrong we are. This 

requirement of our being forgiving is a most difficult task. Lord, in your mercy hear our 

pleas. Free our hearts that we might know how to forgive and enable us to extend to 

others that same mercy and grace you offer us. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Pardon 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first commandment. And a second is like it, 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lesson Matthew 18:15-20         The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                Happy Reconciliation Day  The Rev. Edward Bellis 

*Affirmation of Faith            Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost;  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

the holy catholic church;  

the communion of saints;  

the forgiveness of sins;  

the resurrection of the body;  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 69              I, the Lord of Sea and Sky Daniel L. Schutte 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

Pianist: Cindy Sutton      Trio: Sue Jones, Susan Mabie, Kathy Nelson 
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