
Anthem Lord, Make Us More Holy  African American  

 (you are invited to hum along) Spiritual 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude Gaudeamus (c2020) Powell 

 

You are invited to remain seated for the postlude or you may exit 

the pew when directed by the ushers. 

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in 

the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to 

seeing you again next week. 

A special thank you to our ushers! 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble:  Betsy Conzelman, Bill Harris, Pat K. Rowlett, Carol 

Taylor, David Taylor 

 
 

“White Mustard Seeds,” Edal Lefterov, 2012, from Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN  
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Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World 

 
Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First 
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all 

people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of 
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational 

status, or political affiliation 



Order of Worship 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

Gracious God, though you are known by many names and 

depicted in many ways, we know you most fully in Jesus Christ, 

our Messiah, your Son. We thank you for forming us into the 

church, the body of Christ in the world. Help us to live as he 

taught us: loving you, loving neighbor, unified in Christ, using 

our varied gifts and skills in the service of ministry, until all 

things are transformed into what is good and acceptable and 

perfect. In Christ’s name, we ask it. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude  Prelude on "Kum ba Yah" Giamanco 

* Call to Worship based on Psalm 19:1-4 

The heavens declare the glory of God!                                      

The skies proclaim God’s handiwork. 

The day pronounces God’s glory without a sound,  

the night expounds God’s knowledge without a word,  

and yet their voice goes out through all the earth. 

Let us join our voices with the voice of creation in declaring 

God’s glory! 
 

Anthem             God of Grace and God of Glory Fosdick/Hughes 

 (you are invited to hum along) 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Forgiving God, we confess that we are conformed to this 

world. We conform to this world’s frantic pace, too hectic to 

notice all the blessings you provide. We conform to this 

world’s reckless waste, exploiting what you entrust to our 

care. We conform to this world’s shallow values, oblivious to 

the giftedness of people different from us. We conform to this 

world’s impatient attitudes, preferring the latest instead of 

the lasting. Forgive our conformity and transform us, O God. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Pardon 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lesson         Luke 17:1-10 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                        The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 

* Affirmation of Faith         A Declaration of Faith (PCUSA 1991) 

Chapter 9 (3) 

Christ calls us to live in the presence of God.  

Jesus lived with a constant sense of his Father's presence. He 

put God's claim on his life above all else. He joined others in 

God's worship and praise. He drew strength from the 

Scriptures. He prayed and taught his disciples to pray. We 

believe Christ gives us and demands of us personal lives that 

are centered in God and open to God's reality and rule. Christ 

teaches us to put obedience to God above the interests of self, 

family, race or nation; to offer God joyously our money, 

ability, and time. It is part of our discipline to observe a day of 

worship and rest, setting aside our own working to enjoy 

God's work, celebrating with sisters and brothers the Lord's 

goodness. We need constantly to search out God's way in 

Scripture, not expecting detailed directions for every decision, 

but relying on the Word to tell us who God is, to press God's 

present claim on us, and to assure us of God's grace and 

comfort. We are charged to pray for ourselves and others 

with gratitude, boldness, and persistence, confident that God 

hears and answers our prayers in ways best for us all. Life in 

God's presence issues in life for others, for if we do not love 

sisters and brothers whom we see, we cannot love God whom 

we do not see. 


