Trio

In Remembrance

Ragan/Courtney

Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer After Communion
Benediction
Postlude

Invocation

McGrath

You are invited to remain seated for the postlude or you may exit
the pew when directed by the ushers.
If you have not already done so, please place your offering in
the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to
seeing you again next week.
A special thank you to our ushers!
Musicians: Vance Harper Jones, organist
Trio: Tommy Hall, Susan Mabie, Pat K. Rowlett
“Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes, detail,” Patricia Reid, ca. 2000, from Art in the
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Established 1817
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World
Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all
people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational
status, or political affiliation

Silent Confession

Order of Worship

Assurance of Pardon

2 August 2020
Prayer of Preparation
Creator God, you demonstrate to us the miraculous power of love
in the life of Jesus. Fill us now with this divine gift, and we ask to
be agents of your mercy and bearers of your grace to others. In
Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.
Welcome and Chiming of the Trinity
Prelude

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

Diemer

*Call to Worship
Sisters and brothers, ours is a God of power!
If God is for us, who can oppose us? No one and nothing!
Yet this God of power is also a God of love!
From that love, nothing in heaven or on earth can separate us,
not even death!
Together let us pray:
O God, you do hear our prayers and give heed to our pleas.
Your faithfulness spans generations and nations. You promise
us your presence. May our eyes see, and our ears hear the
power of possibility in our worship of you and grant us
courage to be bold in stepping forward in faith.
In the name of Jesus Christ, let us worship God.
Trio

Break Thou the Bread of Life

Lathbury/Sherwin

Prayer of Confession
Compassionate God, we admit how admiring we are of those
in wealth and politics for they seem powerful on those terms.
We recognize how little we avail ourselves of your heavenly
power of love, which can move mountains and the heaviest of
hearts. Forgive us and teach us to abandon the empty
promises and short-term gains for the trustworthy claims and
eternal rewards that are truly divine. Amen.

Summary of the Law
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Matthew 22:37-39
Prayer of Illumination
Lesson
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

The Power of Possibility

Matthew 14:13-21
Rev. Bellis

*Affirmation of Faith
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

