
Solo                Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us                Bradbury 

         Mildred Moore Lopez, soprano      arranged by Douglas Smith 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

Postlude   Prelude and Fugue in G minor (BWV 558)         Bach 

Remain seated for the postlude and the ushers will direct you when 

it is time to exit your pew. 

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in 

the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to 

seeing you again next week. 

A special thank you to our ushers! 

 
 

“The Parable of the Sower,” JESUS MAFA, 1973, from Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN  

 
JESUS MAFA is a response to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary 

by a Christian community in Cameroon, Africa. Each of the readings was selected 
and adapted to dramatic interpretation by the community members. Photographs 
of their interpretations were made, and these were then transcribed to paintings. 
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Order of Worship 
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Prayer of Preparation 

Most merciful God, in your wonderful love you call us to love and 

care for others just as we love ourselves. Give us the strength to 

keep your charge for us to sow the seed that comes from your 

heart. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

Welcome and Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude                 O God in a Mysterious Way                   Ashford 

*Call to Worship  

May Christ’s love be with us as we gather in worship! 

May Christ’s love be with us in this service of praise! 

Let our worship go beyond our walls to all we meet in need. 

Let our hearts celebrate as we serve with gladness! 

Let all our service bring glory and honor to Christ’s name! 

Together let us pray: 

Most Holy God, you know our every thought and deed. Our 

lives are not hidden from you. You dwell in the heights, yet 

you stoop to hear us. You inhabit the depths, yet you rise to 

support our efforts to serve our neighbors.  You encompass 

the whole of creation, yet you are concerned for our 

individual needs. May our words of prayer and praise bring 

you glory and honor, wisdom and power. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, let us worship God. 

Duet                     Open My Eyes, That I May See       Clara H. Scott 

Mildred Moore Lopez, Pat K. Rowlett, sopranos 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord, we allow ourselves to focus mainly on our own desires, 

and we pass by those who desperately need our help. We allow 

ourselves to become comfortable in the world, and we ignore 

the voices of others who desperately need our help to survive.  

Forgive us our indifference and apathy and help us make a 

real difference for you today. Amen. 

   Silent Confession 

Assurance of Pardon 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’”  Matthew 22:37-39 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lesson Matthew 13:1-9 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Let’s Sow Some Seed Rev. Bellis 

*Affirmation of Faith (unison) 

from A Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)  

   In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 

of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  

   We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus 

proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 

blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the 

brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and 

calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 

condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 

suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the 

sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, 

delivering us from death to life eternal.  

   With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 

nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


