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Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World 



 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
Name tags are available 

in the narthex and 
vestibule – we would 
love to greet you by 
name! Members and 
visitors are invited to 

sign the Friendship Pad 
when passed to you 
during the service.  

Nametag questions?  
Please contact 

marcy@firstpresnb.org 

 
CHILDREN are welcome 

at First Presbyterian 
Church! The nursery is 
available for infants, 

toddlers, and preschool 
children in Room  

1.23 and 1.24 in the  
Ministry Center from  
8:30 am to 11:15 am.  

 
RESTROOMS are 

available in the Ministry 
Center (including a 

family restroom) and 
the Session House.  

 
 LARGE PRINT 

BULLETINS and 
HEARING ASSISTANCE 

DEVICES with ear 
coverings are available. 

in the Narthex.   
 

Prayer of Preparation    Peter Traben Haas  

Jesus Christ, Refresh me by your Spirit. 

Lead me into peace and understanding with others  

and help me experience the miracle of many voices  

becoming one in you.  Amen. 

 

Welcome 

 

The Chiming of the Trinity 

 

Prelude  Our Father Who Art in Heaven  Elting 

 

Introit  The God of Abraham Praise Jewish melody 

 

*Call to Worship  from Psalm 78 

In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels 

He divided the sea and let them pass through it, 

and made the waters stand like a heap. 
 

In the daytime he led them with a cloud, 

and all night long with a fiery light. 

He split rocks open in the wilderness, 

and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
 

He made streams come out of the rock, 

and caused waters to flow down like rivers.   

With upright heart he tends us, 

and guides us with skillful hand. 
 

Let us worship God! 

 

*Hymn 35  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Neander/1665 

 

Call to Confession 

 

 



 

MASKS are now 
optional for worship 
and church activities.    

 
 

If you would like to 
FIND OUT MORE about 

First Presbyterian 
Church, including what 

it means to be a 
member of the church, 

please contact 
anna@firstpresnb.org  

 
 

Following the 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

in the 10:00 service, 
those in the 2nd grade 
or younger may depart 
for Children’s Worship 

and Wonder in the 
Ministry Center across  

the hall from the 
nursery. For all children 

in worship, there are 
worship bags available 
at the front and back of 

the Sanctuary. 
 

If you have questions 
about children, youth, 

or family ministry, 
please contact 

catherine 
@firstpresnb.org 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of perfect love, you continually bring forth life,  

transforming sadness to joy, and despair to hope.  

We are weak, but you are strong.  

Our ways are flawed, but your ways are true.  

We are reluctant to stand up for, stand by our faith, 

but you have never denied us. 
 

(We pause for a time of silent confession) 
  

Forgive us, redeem us, transform us.  

Take away the sin that burdens us, and restore us to 

the people you would have us be, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Summary of the Law   Matthew 22:37-39 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ This is the greatest and the first 

commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’”  

 

Children’s Moment   The Rev. Catherine Campbell 
2nd-grade children or younger may depart for Children’s  

Worship and Wonder in the Ministry Center 

 

*Hymn 463  How Firm a Foundation Rippon 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Reading   Daniel 3:1-30 

  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                           The Rev. Dr. Anna Pinckney Straight 



 

If you would like to 
receive CHURCH 

EMAILS containing 
news, announcements, 
and/or the newsletter, 

please contact 
cathy@firstpresnb.org. 

 
 

Visit the website! 
www.firstpresnb.org 

 

 
 
 
 

The prayer of preparation is 
from Centering Prayers by 

Peter Traben Haas 

  
The Prayer of Confession is 

from Call to Worship: 
Volume 55.1 

Lectionary Aids 2021–2022, 
Year C ©2021 Office of 
Theology and Worship 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Affirmation of Faith   The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, 

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 

into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

*Hymn 305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! Dill/Darwall 

 

Giving of God’s Tithes and our Offerings 
 

Offertory   Praise My Soul, The King of Heaven Kirkby       

 

*Doxology  Hymn 607 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Christ all creatures here below 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation  

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given  

by Josh and Denise Willey to the glory of God and in 

heartfelt thanks for the wonderful service and joy of 

Maren Sonstegard-Spray to our congregation. 

 

 

 



 

OUR STAFF 
 

Anna Pinckney Straight  
Pastor, Head of Staff 

anna@firstpresnb.org 
  

Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
Associate Pastor 

maren@firstpresnb.org  

 

Lloyd Griffith 
Parish Associate 

lloyd@firstpresnb.org  

 

Catherine Campbell  
Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministry 
catherine@firstpresnb.org  

 

Pat K. Rowlett 
Director of Music 

pat@firstpresnb.org  

 

Vance Harper Jones 
Organist  

 

Mike Wildauer 
Facilities Supervisor 

mike@firstpresnb.org  

 

Marcy Latteman 
Office Administrator 

marcy@firstpresnb.org  

 

Kerri Wheeler 
Director of Preschool 
kerri@firstpresnb.org  

 

Cathy Wingfield 
Communications Facilitator 

cathy@firstpresnb.org  

 

Summer Hough 
Financial Administrator 

summer@firstpresnb.org  

 

Louis Foye 
Sexton 

 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen 
 

Congregational Meeting 
 

Benediction 
 

Response Lord, Make Us More Holy spiritual

  

Postlude  Great Day! Miers 
 

 
 

Organist:  Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble:  Members of the Daybreak and  

Sanctuary Choirs 

 

Greeters: Ruth Swank & Carol Bachofen 

Ushers: Chip Chagnon, Mark Dail,  

David and Carol Hale, Nancy Melling,  

Dan and Margaret Pritchett,  

And Melinda Wheeler. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Lunch Wagon Trip to Wood Ducks Game 

Join us for a Down East Wood Ducks baseball game on 

Thursday, August 4. Transportation leaves church at 5:45pm. 

Call the church office to make reservation by Monday, August 

1, 2022.  Tickets will be purchased at the gate ($7) and 

concessions can be purchased at the game.  Questions? Contact 

Yvonne Olmstead at (919)667-8219. 



  

West African Dance and Performance Workshop 

On Saturday, August 20, 1:00-2:30 pm, at the J. Murphy Smith Fellowship Center, the 

SUAH African Dance Theater will present a West African dance performance and 

workshop for folks to learn these traditional dances. Children from the Boys & Girls 

Club of the Coastal Plain will be part of the performance and workshop. Tickets are 

available at the Bank of The Arts, Mitchell’s Hardware, and Fuller’s Music. Online at 

www.artstoendgenocide.org ($10.00 and $4.00 for 18 or under). Arts To End Genocide 

(ATEG), the Boys & Girls Club of the Coastal Plain (B&GC) and Faith Connection are 

sponsoring the event. Funds raised are for helping vulnerable children in Bamako, Mali. 

For information contact Mitch Lewis (252-670-1339). 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the upcoming West African Performance & 

Workshop in the J. Murphy Smith Fellowship Center on Saturday, August 20. Help is 

needed with set up, registration, and clean up on the day of the event. No dance 

experience required! Please contact Mitch Lewis (event chair) at 252-670-1339 if you are 

interested in helping. 

 

Presbyterian Church General Assembly 

On August 21, from (8:40 -9:40) in the Session House, you are invited to a gathering to 

discuss the recent General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) - an Assembly 

that considered more than 127 items of business over the course of their work.  In a 

denomination that values individual and congregational autonomy when it comes to 

non-essential beliefs, what impact do the actions of the Assembly have?  How are we to 

receive them, affirm them, and/or argue with them?  Come and learn more about our 

process and how we continue to live into the command to love God and love our 

neighbors. The Session will be led by Anna Pinckney Straight and Steve Mabie, one of 

the commissioners to the General Assembly from New Hope Presbytery.  

 

Organ Concert 

Centenary UMC will present award winning organist Monica Harper Dekle at 4:00 pm 

Sunday, July 31 as part of their 250 Years of Worship through Music Celebration.  

Monica was Director of Music at Centenary from 2009-2011. 

 

 

 



 

Divine Sleep Yoga class  

Taught by Diane Elliott and offered on Mondays starting August 22nd, 12:00-1:00pm in 

the Lighthouse (on the corner of New and Hancock streets). Class begins with 10 

minutes of mindfulness, followed by 30 minutes of restorative yoga to therapeutically 

open and relax the body. Restorative yoga will transition into Divine Sleep Yoga Nidra, 

which is a guided Meditation that systematically guides and relaxes you at every level of 

being, including physical, energetic, mental, emotional, and spiritual layers. Everyone 

can practice Divine Sleep Yoga Nidra, regardless of age. Participants may bring a prop, 

such as a yoga mat and blanket for comfort. Contact Diane Elliott with questions (410 

507-5508, dianeelliott0@gmail.com) The class is free, but donations are accepted. 
 

 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
 

Children and Youth Sunday School is taking a break this summer. That said, children 

and youth are welcome in the "Read this Book" class meeting in Room 2.21 from 8:40 

am-9:40 am through September 4. 
 

Nursery will continue to be available, birth to Pre-K, 8:30 am-11:15 am. We encourage 

our Pre-K graduates to continue to use the nursery; you can also bring your kiddo into 

worship through the Children's Moment to transition for the fall.  
 

Children's Church will also meet for rising grades K-2 after the Children's 

Moment. **If your child has completed grade 2, it is time to graduate to staying the 

entire hour in worship.**  This is meant to be an exciting milestone! Please be sure to 

thank Ms. Kerri, Children's Church teacher, for all her love and wisdom.  

 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FORMATION 

Sunday Mornings, 8:40 am-9:40 am 
 

The Present Word/George Evans – Session House Parlor  

The class is studying “Partners in a New Creation” for the summer.  Contact George 

Evans (gkevans4@gmail.com) with questions.   
 

Read This Book Adult Sunday School – Ministry Center Room 2.21 and on Zoom  

Join us for Read This Book every Sunday in June and July. Each week a different person 

will present a book that informed, challenged, or inspired them, and connected with 



 their faith. You don't have to attend every week to participate in the class, and friends 

and family are welcome to attend! To be included on the email list for the class, contact 

Maren (maren@firstpresnb.org).   

Schedule of presenters: 
 

July 31  Lynn Gorges, "Teach a Woman to Fish: Overcoming Poverty Around the  

Globe" by Ritu Sharma 

 

Midweek Opportunities 
 

Rebuilding – Divorce Recovery Group 

This new group hopes to be just the right balance of a shoulder-to-cry-on and a kick-in-

the-pants to support your getting through this confusing and often painful process and 

putting your life back together. Our next meeting is Monday, August 15, from noon to 1 

pm in the Chapel. All are welcome. For more information contact Anna. 

 

Tuesday Afternoon Grief Support 

The group meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month (the next meeting is on August 9) from 

12:00 to 1:00 pm in the Chapel. This ongoing group provides its members with 

understanding and support after someone they love dies.  Come and bring a friend.   
 

 

 

 
 

Physical Address: 

400 New Street 

New Bern, NC 28560 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 1069 

New Bern, NC 28563 

252.637.3270 

www.firstpresnb.org 

church@firstpresnb.org 
 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes a covenant with all believers, 

First Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all. 

All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of  

age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity,  

economic or educational status, or political affiliation. 
 


