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Order of Worship
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8 Sunday After Pentecost
th

Prayer of Preparation
O Trinity,
fill our weakness with your strength;
bind up our brokenness with your unity and your peace;
calm our fears and our dread of dying.
Let us be about the tasks of your love.
Use us to build a holy place
where healing and caring and joy blend in the tones of worship
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Welcome
Chiming of the Trinity
Introit

For the Beauty of the Earth

Call to Worship
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
Anthem

A Time for All Things

Pierpoint/Kocher
from Psalm 23

Scottish tune/D. Wagner

Confession
Eternal God, your steadfast love endures forever. We confess that we act as if we are in
control as if you will bless whatever we do. If we think of others at all, it is with an eye
toward their usefulness to us. If we consider your creation, it is to ponder what benefits
us. We have failed to show your love or to do justice in obedience to you. We have no
right to be called your children. Have mercy on us, God of grace. Lord, have mercy.
Forgive our sins, we humbly pray. Put the mind of Christ within us, O God, so that our
lives take the form of a cross. Use us to break down walls of hostility within the church,
among the nations, and around the world. Equip us to do your will, giving you glory,
honor, and praise together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.
Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Summary of the Law
Matthew 22:37-39
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first commandment. And a second is like it,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Prayer for Illumination
Lesson
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Affirmation of Faith

Ephesians 2:11-22
The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray

from The Confession of 1967
(Inclusive Language Version, 2002) 9.31 and 9.32
To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling community. This
community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and
shares God ’s labor of healing the enmities which separate people from God and from
each other. Christ has called the church to this mission and given it the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The church maintains continuity with the apostles and with Israel by faithful
obedience to his call. The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ
has set the pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the
common life of all people. His service to men and women commits the church to work for
every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human
suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His
crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks human
relations, and the awful consequences of the church ’s own complicity in injustice. In the
power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of
God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.

Hymn 361 vv. 1-3

O Christ, the Great Foundation

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Benediction

Lew/Wesley
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