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WELCOME VISITORS! 
Name tags are available 

in the narthex and 
vestibule – we would 
love to greet you by 
name! Members and 
visitors are invited to 

sign the Friendship Pad 
when passed to you 
during the service.  

Nametag questions?  
Please contact 

marcy@firstpresnb.org 

 
CHILDREN are welcome 

at First Presbyterian 
Church! The nursery is 
available for infants, 

toddlers, and preschool 
children in Room  

1.23 and 1.24 in the  
Ministry Center from  
8:30 am to 11:15 am.  

 
RESTROOMS are 

available in the Ministry 
Center (including a 

family restroom) and 
the Session House.  

 
 LARGE PRINT 

BULLETINS and 
HEARING ASSISTANCE 

DEVICES with ear 
coverings are available. 

in the Narthex.   
 

Prayer of Preparation   Dag Hammarskjöld  

Thou takest the pen - and the lines dance. 

Thou takest the flute - and the notes shimmer. 

Thou takest the brush - and the colors sing. 

So all things have meaning and beauty 

in that space beyond time where Thou art. 

How, then, can I hold back anything from Thee? 
 

Welcome   
 

The Chiming of the Trinity 
 

Prelude  As the Deer  Nystrom/R. House 
 

Introit  You Are My God Delavan 
 

*Call to Worship  from Psalm 52 

I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. 

I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever. 

I will thank you forever,  

because of what you have done. 

In the presence of the faithful  

I will proclaim your name, for it is good.  

Let us worship God! 
 

*Hymn 12  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Smith/Welsh 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 

Christ our Savior, we are worried and distracted by 

many things. Our minds wander. Our commitment 

falters. We find it difficult to focus when we don’t 

see a direct affect.  
 

(We pause for a time of silent confession) 



 

MASKS are now 
optional for worship 
and church activities.    

 
 

If you would like to 
FIND OUT MORE about 

First Presbyterian 
Church, including what 

it means to be a 
member of the church, 

please contact 
anna@firstpresnb.org  

 
 
 

Following the 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

in the 10:00 service, 
those in the 2nd grade 
or younger may depart 
for Children’s Worship 

and Wonder in the 
Ministry Center across  

the hall from the 
nursery. For all children 

in worship, there are 
worship bags available 
at the front and back of 

the Sanctuary. 
 

If you have questions 
about children, youth, 

or family ministry, 
please contact 

catherine 
@firstpresnb.org 

 

Forgive us, Lord.  Forgive us for failing to prioritize 

you and attending to your call and claim upon our 

life.  Guide us in setting aside all that keeps us from 

being fully in your presence, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Summary of the Law   Matthew 22:37-39 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

This is the greatest and the first commandment. And 

a second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  

 

Children’s Moment   The Rev. Catherine Campbell 
2nd-grade children or younger may depart for Children’s  

Worship and Wonder in the Ministry Center 

 

Duet Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling  Thompson 

 Tommy Hall and Susan Mabie 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Reading   Joshua 2:1-21 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                           The Rev. Dr. Anna Pinckney Straight 

 

*Affirmation of Faith A Declaration of Faith, 1977 

We acknowledge one God alone, whose demands on 

us are absolute, whose help for us is sufficient.  

That One is the Lord, whom we worship, serve, 

and love. We do not fully comprehend who God is 

or how he works.  God's reality far exceeds all our 



 

If you would like to 
receive CHURCH 

EMAILS containing 
news, announcements, 
and/or the newsletter, 

please contact 
cathy@firstpresnb.org. 

 
 

Visit the website! 
www.firstpresnb.org 

 

 
 

The prayer of 
confession is adapted 
from one written by  

the Rev. Teri McDowell 
for the Presbyterian 

Outlook 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

words can say. The Lord's requirements are not 

always what we think is best.  The Lord's care for us 

is not always what we want.  God comes to us on 

his own terms and is able to do far more than we 

ask or think. We know that God is not confined to 

the story we can tell.  The story itself tells us God 

works his sovereign will among all peoples of the 

earth.  We believe God works beyond our 

imagining throughout the universe. To worship 

God is highest joy.  To serve God is perfect 

freedom. 

 

*Hymn 840  When Peace Like a River Spafford/Bliss 

 

Giving of God’s Tithes and our Offerings 

 

Offertory Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord Frassé       

 

*Doxology  Hymn 607 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Christ all creatures here below 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation  
 

The flowers today are given by the Resurrection Singers 

to the glory of God and in honor of the birthday of 

their director, Susan Mabie. 

 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Martha 

Triplett on the death of her husband, Mitch, on July 10. 

 

 

 



 

OUR STAFF 
 

Anna Pinckney Straight  
Pastor, Head of Staff 

anna@firstpresnb.org 
  

Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
Associate Pastor 

maren@firstpresnb.org  

 

Lloyd Griffith 
Parish Associate 

lloyd@firstpresnb.org  

 

Catherine Campbell  
Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministry 
catherine@firstpresnb.org  

 

Pat K. Rowlett 
Director of Music 

pat@firstpresnb.org  

 

Vance Harper Jones 
Organist  

 

Mike Wildauer 
Facilities Supervisor 

mike@firstpresnb.org  

 

Marcy Latteman 
Office Administrator 

marcy@firstpresnb.org  

 

Kerri Wheeler 
Director of Preschool 
kerri@firstpresnb.org  

 

Cathy Wingfield 
Communications Facilitator 

cathy@firstpresnb.org  

 

Summer Hough 
Financial Administrator 

summer@firstpresnb.org  

 

Louis Foye 
Sexton 

 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen 

 

Benediction 

 

Response   God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me Colligan 

 

Postlude  All Creatures of Our God and King J. Tonioli 

 

 

 

Pianist:  Cindy Sutton 

Bass:  Winston Dixon 

Director:  Susan Mabie 

Ensemble:  Resurrection Singers 

 

 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Calvin and Hops (Men’s Beer and Theology) 

The next gathering of Men’s Beer and Theology (“Calvin and 

Hops”) will meet at Brewery 99 (1014 Pollock St) at 4:00 pm 

today (July 17) led by Ken Wilkins. This is a casual men’s 

gathering for fellowship and conversation around topics of 

theology and faith.  

 



  

West African Dance and Performance Workshop 

On Saturday, August 20, 1:00-2:30 pm, the SUAH African Dance  

Theater will present a West African dance performance and  

workshop for folks to learn these traditional dances. Children  

from the Boys & Girls Club of the Coastal Plain will be part of  

the performance and workshop. The event will take place at the  

J. Murphy Smith Fellowship Center, 508 Middle St., New Bern.  

Tickets are available at the Bank of The Arts, Mitchell’s Hardware, and Fuller’s Music. 

Online at www.artstoendgenocide.org ($10.00 and $4.00 for 18 or under). Arts To End 

Genocide (ATEG), the Boys & Girls Club of the Coastal Plain (B&GC) and Faith 

Connection are sponsoring the event. Funds raised are for helping vulnerable children in 

Bamako, Mali. For information contact Mitch Lewis  

(252-670-1339). 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the upcoming West African Performance & 

Workshop in the J. Murphy Smith Fellowship Center on Saturday, August 20. Help is 

needed with set up, registration, and clean up on the day of the event. No dance 

experience required! Please contact Mitch Lewis (event chair) at 252-670-1339 if you are 

interested in helping. 
 

Divine Sleep Yoga class  

Taught by Diane Elliott and offered on Mondays starting August 22nd 12:00-1:00pm in 

the Lighthouse (on the corner of New and Hancock streets). Class begins with 10 

minutes of mindfulness, followed by 30 minutes of restorative yoga to therapeutically 

open and relax the body. Restorative yoga will transition into Divine Sleep Yoga Nidra, 

which is a guided Meditation that systematically guides and relaxes you at every level of 

being, including physical, energetic, mental, emotional, and spiritual layers. Everyone 

can practice Divine Sleep Yoga Nidra, regardless of age. Participants may bring a prop, 

such as a yoga mat and blanket for comfort. Contact Diane Elliott with questions (410 

507-5508, dianeelliott0@gmail.com) The class is free, but donations accepted. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



  

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
 

Children and Youth Sunday School is taking a break this summer. That said, children 

and youth are welcome in the "Read this Book" class meeting in Room 2.21 from 8:40 am-

9:40 am through September 4. 
 

Nursery will continue to be available, birth to Pre-K, 8:30 am-11:15 am. We encourage 

our Pre-K graduates to continue to use the nursery; you can also bring your kiddo into 

worship through the Children's Moment to transition for the fall.  
 

Children's Church will also meet for rising grades K-2 after the Children's 

Moment. **If your child has completed grade 2, it is time to graduate to staying the 

entire hour in worship.**  This is meant to be an exciting milestone! Please be sure to 

thank Ms. Kerri, Children's Church teacher, for all her love and wisdom.  

 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FORMATION 

Sunday Mornings, 8:40 am-9:40 am 
 

The Present Word/George Evans – Session House Parlor  

The class is studying “Partners in a New Creation” for the summer.  Contact George 

Evans (gkevans4@gmail.com) with questions.   
 

Read This Book Adult Sunday School – Ministry Center Room 2.21 and on Zoom  

Join us for Read This Book every Sunday in June and July. Each week a different person 

will present a book that informed, challenged, or inspired them, and connected with 

their faith. You don't have to attend every week to participate in the class, and friends 

and family are welcome to attend! To be included on the email list for the class, contact 

Maren (maren@firstpresnb.org).   

Schedule of presenters: 
 

July 24  Lynn Gorges, "Teach a Woman to Fish: Overcoming Poverty Around the 

Globe" by Ritu Sharma 
 

July 31  Jessica Skinner, "Final Gifts: Understanding the Special Awareness,  

Needs, and Communications of the Dying" by Maggie Callahan 

 

 

 



 Midweek Opportunities 
 

Rebuilding – Divorce Recovery Group 

This new group hopes to be just the right balance of a shoulder-to-cry-on and a kick-in-

the-pants to support your getting through this confusing and often painful process and 

putting your life back together. Our next meeting is Monday, July 18 (tomorrow!), from 

noon to 1 pm in the Chapel. All are welcome. For more information contact Anna. 

 

Tuesday Afternoon Grief Support 

The group meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month (the next meeting is on August 2) from 

12:00 to 1:00 pm in the Chapel. This ongoing group provides its members with 

understanding and support after someone they love dies.  Come and bring a friend.   

 
SERVICE AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Looking for Reception Volunteers 

If you enjoy working with friendly people in a terrific environment and can volunteer 

your time on weekdays from either 9 am to 1 pm or 1-5 pm, please contact the church 

office (252-637-3270). We are looking for a few more smiling faces to join our awesome 

group of volunteers. 

 
 

 
 

Physical Address: 

400 New Street 

New Bern, NC 28560 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 1069 

New Bern, NC 28563 

252.637.3270 

www.firstpresnb.org 

church@firstpresnb.org 
 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes a covenant with all believers, 

First Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all. 

All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of  

age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity,  

economic or educational status, or political affiliation. 
 


