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6th Sunday in Easter 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

Loving God, help us to love others as Christ has loved us. 

Bring us into the spiritual joy of living our lives as your friend, 

and teach us to abide in your love,  

that we may show that love to the world. Amen. 

 

Welcome  

Chiming of the Trinity 

Call to Worship                     Ephesians 1:15–20                                

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus  

and your love toward one another. 

So I do not cease to give thanks for you 

as I remember you in my prayers. 

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as you come to know him. 

With the eyes of our hearts enlightened, 

we see the greatness of Christ’s power 

at work in us who believe. 

God put this power to work in Christ 

when God raised him from the dead— 

and seated him at God’s right hand 

in the glory of the heavenly places! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn   263 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! Perronet/Holden 
 

 
 



Confession 

 

Forgiving and gracious God, you have called us to be the church, to live out our 

Resurrection faith. You have asked us to place our trust in you and to bring to all the 

good news of your saving love. But we have failed to do this. We have given our faith a 

back seat to the troubles of the world and to the stresses in our own life. We look for the 

quick and easy answers. Forgive us for the smallness of our faith. You, who raised Christ 

from the dead, have promised to raise our spirits and bring us to new life. You have done 

this and yet, we remain static in our response to you. Clear our spirits of the clutter of 

everyday living. Help us to be open always to your word and your love. Challenge us to 

move in directions of peace and hope for all people. 

 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon                     

 

Summary of the Law   

 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first commandment. And a second is like it, 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Lesson                                                                                                         Acts 1:1-11 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
   

Sermon                                                                                The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                     A Declaration of Faith (PCUSA 1991) Chapter 8 (1) 

 

God sends the church into the world. 

God has not taken his people out of the world but has sent them into the world to worship 

him there and serve all humankind. We worship God in the world by standing before the 

Lord on behalf of all people. Our cries for help and our songs of praise are never for 

ourselves alone. Worship is no retreat from the world; it is part of our mission. We serve 

humankind by discerning what God is doing in the world and joining him in his work. We 

risk disagreement and error when we try to say what God is doing here and now. But we 

find guidance in God's deeds in the past and his promises for the future, as they are 

witnessed to in Scripture. We affirm that the Lord is at work, especially in events and 

movements that free people by the gospel and advance justice, compassion and peace. 

 

 

Anthem He Is King of Kings African American Spiritual 

 Mildred Moore Lopez, Betsy Conzelman, solos 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Benediction 

 

 
 



Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble: Betsy Conzelman, Margaret Cooper, Beth Foley, Bill Harris, Mildred Moore Lopez, 

Susan Mabie, Pat K. Rowlett, Carol Taylor, David Taylor 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 

Companion. Copyright 2014. 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-701790. All 

rights reserved. 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!! Text: Edward Perronet, John Rippon.  Music:  Oliver Holden; descant Michael 

E. Young, 1979 © 1979 GIA Publications, Inc. As published in Glory to God © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press.  

All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 

 

He Is King of Kings Text and Music: African American Spiritual; arranged by Joseph T. Jones, 1961; adapted by 

Melva Wilson Costen, 1989. ©1990 Melva Wilson Costen. As published in Glory to God © 2013 Westminster John 

Knox Press.  All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 

 

 


