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Order of Worship 
18 April 2021 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, your power makes the lame walk and the dead rise to new life.  

We give you thanks for the love poured into our world through Christ Jesus,  

who opened our minds to understand what you have made,  

whose appearance among his followers brings peace,  

and who creates faith through touch and taste.  

Show us Jesus, even now, through the mystery of your threefold presence,  

one God, abiding now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Welcome  

Chiming of the Trinity 

Call to Worship                                            

The bread of life opens our eyes. 

The word of life opens our ears.  

The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness,  

and by those wounds we are healed.  

Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us worship God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn   254 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright 5th c./Trier/Praetorius 
 

 
 

Confession 
 

Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, ignorant of your revelation, 

misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection among us, needing forgiveness. We 

repent of our failure to give as you have given to us. We beg your mercy for our fallen 

world. We seek your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus. Be our solace in this 

life and always. We ask this as your own children, holy and incomplete. Forgive us and 

lead us. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 



Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first commandment. And a second is like it, 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”      Matthew 22:37-39 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Lesson                                                                                                                       Luke 24:36-48 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                                                                The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                           A Declaration of Faith (PCUSA 1991) Ch. 4 (5) 
Jesus is our living Lord. 

Jesus was dead and buried, but God raised him from the dead. The risen Lord appeared 

to his followers. They recognized him as their Master who had been crucified. 

Before Jesus left them, he commissioned them to proclaim to all people the good news of 

his victory over death, and promised to be with them always. We are certain that Jesus 

lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of human life with the presence of God. He 

lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our humanity and has bound us to himself 

in love, we have an advocate in the innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. 

His resurrection is a decisive victory over the powers that deform and destroy human 

life. His lordship is hidden. The world appears to be dominated by people and systems 

that do not acknowledge his rule. But his lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and 

sets us free from the fear of all lesser lords who threaten us. We maintain that ultimate 

sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life. Jesus is Lord. He has 

been Lord from the beginning. 

He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord. 

 

Anthem On Emmaus’ Journey: Festival Setting  Stuempfle/Ferguson 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

 

Benediction 
 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble: Betsy Conzelman, Margaret Cooper, Beth Foley, Bill Harris, Sue Jones, Mildred 

Moore Lopez, Susan Mabie, Pat K. Rowlett, Carol Taylor, David Taylor 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 

Companion. Copyright 2014. 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-701790. All 

rights reserved. 

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright: Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; trans. John Mason Neale, 1853, alt. Music: Trier 

ms., 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609.  As published in Glory to God © 2013 Westminster John Knox 

Press.  All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 

 

On Emmaus’ Journey:  Festival Setting:  Text:  Herman Stuempfle, Jr. ©2001 by the National Association of 

Pastoral Musicians, administered by GIA Publications, Inc. International Copyright secured. All rights reserved.  

Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. Music:  HOLY MANNA by W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 

Arranged by John Ferguson © 2001 by GIA Publications.  All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-

701790. 


