
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Established 1817 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World 

10 April 2022     Palm/Passion Sunday 
All Children and Youth – and those young at heart - are invited to gather in the courtyard between the 

Narthex and the Ministry Center at 8:25 am and/or 10:55 am to wave palms this morning.  

Children ages birth to 7 should be accompanied by an adult. 

 

Worship for the Lord’s Day 
 

 

Prayer of Preparation      Blessed Is the One              Jan Richardson 
 

Blessed is the One 

who comes to us 

by the way of love 

poured out with abandon. 

Blessed is the One 

who walks toward us 

by the way of grace 

that holds us fast. 
 

Blessed is the One 

who calls us to follow 

in the way of blessing, 

in the path of joy.  

The Chiming of the Trinity 
 

Prelude All Glory, Laud and Honor Robert Lau 
 

Welcome 



*Procession of Palms    Hymn 196  All Glory Laud and Honor 820/Teschner  

The entire congregation is welcome to join in the procession through the Sanctuary-  

or to wave your palms from the pews during the refrain! 

 



Reading from Scripture       Luke 19:28-38 

 

Anthem Sing Hosanna! Traditional/Shafferman 

 Kinderchoir/Covenant Choir 

Confession    

Triumphant God, we join the crowds of the ages in shouting your praises. 

While our lips give you glory, our lives seldom reflect your purposes.  We 

sing easily of your greatness, but living faithfully is often beyond us.  We 

hear of your salvation,  yet sin is still close and real, daily leading us away 

from you.  Have mercy on us.  
 

Silent Confession 

Ride into our hearts with healing grace.  Forgive what we have done 

and direct who we shall be.  Lord, save us. Lord Help us. Hosanna! 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Summary of the Law    Matthew 22:37-39 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first 

commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  

 

(11 am) Children’s Moment   The Rev. Catherine Campbell 

Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal p. 35 

2nd-grade children or younger may depart for Children’s  

Worship and Wonder in the Ministry Center 

 

Anthem  A King Came Riding By Lee/D. E. Wagner 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 

 



Lesson    Matthew 26:36-46 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon   The Rev. Dr. Anna Pinckney Straight 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him, 

all things were made. For us and our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day, he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 220  Go to Dark Gethsemane  Montgomery/Redhead 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation  

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given  

by Denny and Margaret Colbert to the glory of God  

and in celebration of their 20th wedding anniversary on April 6. 
 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Ruth Swank  

on the death of her son Michael Oswald on April 3. 

 



(11 am) Recognition of Worship and Sacraments Class 

Winnie Cheek 

Liz Copland 

Elizabeth Gibbs 

Maggie Lathan 

Caroline Pritchett 

Jackson Pritchett 

Knox Warren 

Grey Wilson 

Paige Wilson 

 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Holy God, you created the heavens and the earth, sea and dry ground, 

creeping things and flying birds, mountains and plains, desert sands, and 

forest canopies. All around us, the beauty of your handiwork is evident. We 

praise you for such wonder! In love and freedom, you gave us your blessing 

to eat from every plant and from the fruit of the trees. In return for your 

generosity and abundance, we grasped for more than you gave us, separating 

ourselves from you through sin. Yet even when we were unfaithful, you 

remained faithful to us. You continued to give us the gift of your good 

creation. When we were bound as slaves, you gave us freedom by opening a 

pathway through the sea. When we complained in the desert, you gave us 

water to drink and manna to eat. When we wandered from your ways, you 

sent prophets to call us back and give us hope. As Isaiah promised, we went 

out in joy and were led back in peace. It seemed to us that the mountains and 

hills burst into song, and the trees of the field clapped their hands in praise of 

your power and faithfulness. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your Son 

to save us. Jesus preached and healed; he taught and challenged us; he loved 

and encouraged us. Yet our songs of praise became shouts of death. Palm 

branches lifted high in honor were left in the dust. At the cross, when we had 



turned away, he offered forgiveness and eternal life. We thank you for such 

wondrous love as this. 

 Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon the gifts of 

this table. As Christ broke bread in that upper room and shared the cup with 

his disciples, so may this meal be our communion with Christ. By your Spirit, 

unite us with him and with all who are baptized in his name, so that we may 

offer our own Hosanna to the one who has come and is coming again.   

Strengthen us in the days of the holy week before us, and for all the days 

to our life’s end, to recognize this one who comes humbly and so to follow 

him. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again. 

Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Communion of the People 

 

The elders will pass the elements through the pews. 

We invite you to hold onto the bread and then the cup until all have received 

so we can, at the invitation of the worship leader, partake together. 

All of the elements are gluten-free. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Response Jesus, Remember Me (sung twice) Taizé/Berthier 

  Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.  

 Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude  O Sacred Head Charles Callahan 

 
 

 

 



What to do with your offering?  Until we begin passing the offering plates 

again you are welcome to place your offering in one of the wooden boxes in 

the narthex and vestibule, mail it, or inquire about electronic giving.  Thank 

you! 

 
The prayer of preparation is © Jan Richardson, www.paintedprayerbook.com 

The photo of the palms was taken by Joey Zanotti and is used with permission. 

The prayer of confession is © 2021 Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

The prayer of Great Thanksgiving reprinted by permission of Feasting on the Word Worship 

 Companion:  Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 © 2012 Westminster John Knox Press. 

 

 

Liturgist: The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones  
 

Ensemble: members of the Daybreak and Sanctuary Choirs 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Please write your name on a visitor’s badge for your 

blouse or lapel. Along with our members, please sign the Friendship Pad when 

passed to you during the service.  

 

CHILDREN are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. The nursery is available 

for infants and preschool children in Room 1.23 in the Ministry Center from 8:15 

am to 12:15 pm. Following the Children’s Moment, those in the 2nd grade or 

younger may depart for Children’s Worship and Wonder in the Ministry Center 

across the hall from the nursery. For all children in worship, there are worship 

bags available at the front and back of the Sanctuary. 

 

RESTROOMS are available in the Ministry Center (including a family restroom), 

the Session House, and the Fellowship Center. 

 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES with ear coverings are available. Please ask 

an usher if you need a device. 



WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY is provided by ramps between the Ministry 

Center and the Sanctuary, in the back of the Ministry Center, along the side of 

the Session house, and at the front and side entrances of the J. Murphy Smith 

Fellowship Center.  
 

MASKS are now optional for worship and church activities, following  

current medical advice and decreasing infection and hospitalization numbers.  

We encourage anyone who has a need or will be more comfortable wearing a 

mask to please feel free to do so.  The Session continues to watch the situation 

and changes will be noted on our website and communicated by email. If you’d 

like to be added to the church email list, please contact cathy@firstpresnb.org or 

visit firstpresnb.org/communications (scroll to the bottom of the page). 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Large Print Bulletins 

Large print bulletins are now available in the Narthex!  Ask an usher for 

assistance. 
 

Worship for Maundy Thursday and Holy Week 

 Maundy Thursday, April 14th including Communion will be at 11:00 am 

in the Sanctuary, in person.  A video service will be released by 7:00 pm 

that evening. 

 Easter Sunday, April 17th, we will be indoors and in person at 8:30 am 

and, weather permitting, outdoors at 11:00 am.  There will be a time of 

fellowship in the courtyard starting at 9:45 am and an Easter Egg Hunt at 

10:30 am on the lawn. In the case of bad weather, we will move the Egg 

Hunt and 11:00 am worship indoors and will make that decision by 5:00 

pm on Saturday, April 16.  Some chairs will be set up for the outside 

service, but you are encouraged to bring your camp chairs and/or a picnic 

blanket (a special worship bag will be available for small children and 

there will be no Worship and Wonder at the 11 am service; nursery will be 

available). We will have the Flowering of the Cross at both services – 

please bring cut flowers with you! 



Easter Egg Hunt Donations Needed 

As Easter approaches, our youth will soon be filling eggs for this year’s egg hunt. 

We will have two areas this year, one for birth to age 4 and one for grades K-5. 

Proximity-wise, parents will be able to float between both areas. There will also 

be a special opportunity for grades 6-12 to win a prize! 
 

If you are so inclined, egg stuffing donations can be dropped off in the church 

office until April 10. Please keep in mind that items must fit inside of a plastic 

egg! (Remind Catherine to tell you a story about an unfortunate donation of 

bunny-themed pencils for egg stuffing) Of course, candy can be donated, but you 

can also donate the following: 

 Quarters   Stickers     Bouncy Balls  Play Jewelry  

 Shells     Mini Bubbles    Toy Cars   Temporary Tattoos   

 Legos     Plastic Animals  Pre-inked Stamps 

 Erasers     Spinning Tops 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

We are in the season of Lent, so it is time for the One Great House of Sharing 

Offering. This special offering focuses on relieving hunger, responding to 

disasters, and alleviating poverty. The money is divided into thirds among the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and Self-

Development of People. In the last few years, a substantial amount of that money 

found its way back through New Hope Presbytery to Pamlico County to rebuild 

after Florence. There are OGHS envelopes in the offering envelope booklets and 

there will also be envelopes available on Sunday mornings in worship.  And, for 

children, youth, and anyone else who wants one, OGHS fish boxes are now 

available! The fish boxes and envelopes will be collected on Palm Sunday and 

Easter.  
 

RCS Donations Needed 

RCS is looking for the following items for toiletry bags: large shampoo, large 

conditioner, women’s deodorant, men’s shaving cream, razors, small Q-tip 

boxes, and small Kleenex packs, small feminine hygiene packs, shower poofs, 

and hairbrushes.  Donations may be left in any of the boxes in the church office 

or the Narthex. 



Photo Directory in the works! 

We are working on updating our records to produce an up-to-date member 

photo directory for our congregation!  The last one was done in 2017.  If you 

would like to update or include your family or individual photo in the new 

directory, please send a good quality photo (preferably a jpg file) by email 

to marcy@firstpresnb.org.  We would like to collect all photos in April and 

May.  Stay tuned for more information to come! 
 

Coastal Women’s Shelter 

Volunteers are needed this spring!  If you have some extra hours over the coming 

months, the Coastal Women’s Shelter could use your help.  Their thrift store, 

Helping Hands Boutique, is located at 2509 Neuse Blvd.  They need some extra 

hands to sort donations, thanks to the increase in donations during the spring-

cleaning season.  The boutique provides attractive, affordable clothing for 

women and helps raise money for the Shelter.  To find out more, call Kellie 

Cornell, the Volunteer Coordinator at 252-638-4509 ext. 3. 

 

New Hope Village Work Day 

Our friends at New Hope Volunteer Village have asked us to host a Work Day 

on Thursday, April 21 at the Village – Neuse Forest Presbyterian Church, 2011 

Old Cherry Point Road. Adult and Student Volunteer work teams have been 

coming in regularly since January. Spring and Summer are expected to find the 

Village at near capacity. These teams assist homeowners with damages 

remaining from Hurricane Florence. Our Work Day will be to assist the Village 

itself. We will be constructing 3 outdoor picnic tables, completing some light 

cabinet and carpentry work, and a few other maintenance chores. The Work Day 

will begin at 9:00 am. Breaks and Lunch will be provided. We expect to finish up 

by 2:00 pm. If you are interested in volunteering in this way, contact Steve Mabie 

at 252-876-2309, shmabie137@gmail.com. It should be a fun, productive day! 

Thanks! 

 

 

 



The North Carolina Presbyterian Historical Society’s Spring Tour will be in 

one of the first areas of Presbyterian settlement in North Carolina, just below the 

Virginia line in Granville and Vance counties on Saturday, April 23. The 

Nutbush and Grassy Creek congregations date from 1755-to 1756, Old St. John’s 

Episcopal was built in 1773, and in Oxford, the group will learn the histories of 

two Presbyterian churches and a very important school. Registration is $20 

including lunch. The schedule, registration form, and address are on the website 

at www.ncphsociety.org or contact 919-455-1493 for the newsletter. 

 

Rothermel Foundation Lecture – May 1, 2022 

NEVER ENOUGH: The Neuroscience and Experience of Addiction is the title of the 

Rothermel Foundation lecture to be held on Sunday, May 1, in the Sanctuary at 

2:00 pm.  Dr. Judith Grisel, a neuroscientist with expertise in pharmacology, will 

speak of some of her experiences when an addict, as well as what she and other 

neuroscientists have learned about the causes of addiction and how the brain 

responds to pharmacological treatment.  Dr. Grisel is a tenured professor at 

Bucknell University.  

 

Stewards of the Earth 

A community forum on environmental stewardship, Stewards of the Earth, will 

take place Sunday, May 1, 4:00 p.m. at the J. Murphy Smith Center, 508 Middle 

Street.  This event will feature a panel of environmental advocates from various 

faith traditions who will address the timely topic of how we can better support 

our congregations and communities in caring for the Earth.  This event includes 

exhibits from environmental groups. Also, selected local businesses and 

congregations will be recognized for noteworthy environmentally friendly 

practices.  This event is sponsored by Faith Connection and is open to all ages. 

 

Crisis in Ukraine – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

The current Russian invasion that started on February 24 follows eight years of 

conflict between Russia and Ukraine. Hundreds of thousands of people across 

the country are enduring bombings and assaults by Russian military forces, have 

lost power, and have been cut off from water and fuel. As people head toward 

the western regions, there is a shortage of food and other basic supplies. The UN 



anticipates that as many as 6.7 million will be displaced internally. Likewise, 

Ukrainians are fleeing to neighboring countries, primarily Poland, Hungary, 

Moldova, Romania, and Slovakia, while others have moved to other European 

countries.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is working to fund sister churches 

and partner ecumenical organizations already in place in the region.  To help 

support this work: Gifts can be made online, by calling (800) 872-3283, by texting 

PDAUKR to 41444, or by check made payable to Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

with "DR000156-Ukraine" on the memo line and mail to: Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 

 

Education 

 Sunday School classes meet on Sundays 9:40-10:40 am 
 

Sunday School and Youth Group for Children and Youth 
 

Preschool – active play in the Nursery 
 

Kindergarten-5th Grade – Ministry Center Room 1.27 (Follow Me: Biblical 

Practices for Faithful Living).  
 

Middle & High School – Ministry Center Room 2.23-24 (Follow Me: Biblical 

Practices for Faithful Living).  
 

Youth Fellowship  

JOY (Just Older Youth), for 6-12th grade and SALT (Serving and Learning 

Together) for 3-5th grade, meet tonight 5:30-7:30 pm in the Session house.   
 

Save the date for VBS – June 13-17!   More info to come! 

 

Sunday School for Adults 
 

The Present Word/George Evans – Session House Parlor  

The “God Frees and Redeems” series examines the nature of God through the 

lenses of liberation and Christian freedom. God’s deliverance is experienced in 

the story of the Passover and the good news of Easter. Contact George Evans 

(gkevans4@gmail.com) with questions. The book is available in the church office.    

 



Tell It Slant/Wendy Moeller - Ministry Center Room 2.21 and on Zoom 

Being offered in the Owl Classroom on the second floor of the Ministry Center 

(and on Zoom) is a class on Eugene Peterson’s book Tell it Slant. The class will 

continue through the end of May and will be led by Wendy Moeller.  You can 

purchase the book if you are interested in reading it; it is helpful but not 

necessary. If you need the Zoom information, please contact Cathy Wingfield 

(cathy@firstpresnb.org).  

 

Glittering Vices: A look at the Seven Deadly Sins/Maren Sonstegard-Spray - 

Session House Main Room 

During the season of Lent, a time of self-examination and reflection, let's take a 

closer look at the seven deadly sins (also known as the seven capital vices). The 

study of vices has a revealing and illuminating power and can be the starting 

point for spiritual growth.  We will be guided by Rebecca Konyndyk DeYoung's 

book "Glittering Vices" (but no need to buy the book) and feel free to join any of 

the classes. We will meet 9:40-10:40 am in the Session House Main Room. The 

class goes through April 10. 
 

Starting May 1st: Harry Potter and the Bible/ Jessica Skinner and Maren 

Sonstegard-Spray - Session House Main Room 

This class will look at the first book in the Harry Potter series, "Harry Potter and the 

Sorcerer's Stone" alongside themes and passages in the Bible. There is no need to 

have read the Harry Potter series or seen the movies before the class (but it won't 

hurt!). This class is for all ages (children and youth welcome!). We will be using the 

books "Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone" by J. K. Rowling and "The Gospel 

According to Harry Potter" by Connie Neal. There is no need to purchase the 

books.   
 

Mid-Week Formation Opportunities 
 

Monday Evening Women’s Bible Study  

The group meets on Mondays from 7:00 to 8:30 pm via Zoom. Join us as we 

study the second half of Eugene Peterson’s book Tell it Slant (these chapters 

focus on prayer and are not being covered in the Sunday school class). For more 



information or to get on our list, please call Marice Debruhl at 252-637-5468 (h), 

Cathy Wingfield at 828-767-0975 (c), or Wendy Moeller at 252-876-7259 (c). 
 

Tuesday Afternoon Grief Support 

The group meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 12:00 to 1:00 pm in  

the Chapel. This ongoing group provides its members with companionship, 

understanding, support, and guidance as we seek to go on living when someone 

we love dies. All are welcome. Come and bring a friend. Contact Lloyd Griffith 

for more information.  

 

Life of Prayer: The Practice of Contemplative Living 

Led by Lloyd Griffith on Wednesdays, 12:00-1:00 pm in the Ministry Center 

Room 2.21 and by Zoom in a hybrid format. The group will be studying “Soul 

Force” by Lloyd Griffith and “Immortal Diamond” by Richard Rohr.  
 

Wednesday Evening Contemplative Worship  

Led by Lloyd Griffith and meets in the Chapel in the Ministry Center. This 

contemplative, or reflective, approach to worship is offered each Wednesday 

from 5 to 5:30 pm. This quiet service is focused on silence, prayer, and reflection  

on the Biblical text chosen for preaching the coming Sunday. The Lord’s Supper 

is observed on the 4th Wednesday of the month. Come when you can and bring a 

friend.  

 

Thursday Morning Women's Bible Study NEXT BOOK 

Starting on Thursday, April 28 we will study "Miracles and Other Reasonable 

Things: A Story of Unlearning and Relearning God” by Sarah Bessey (the 

keynote speaker for the Montreat Women’s Conference in August). Our 

Thursday Morning Women's Bible Study meets weekly 10-11 am by Zoom. The 

book is available for purchase on Amazon (the Kindle version is also available). 

If you need help acquiring the book or want to be added to the email list for the 

class, please contact Maren (maren@firstpresnb.org). 
 

  



Calvin and Hops (Men’s Beer and Theology) 

The next gathering of Men’s Beer and Theology (“Calvin and Hops”) will meet at 

Brewery 99 (1014 Pollock St) at 4:00 pm, Sunday, April 24, led by Ken Wilkins. 

This is a casual men’s gathering for fellowship and conversation around topics of 

theology and faith.  Don’t let any bad weather stop you from coming – a nice 

indoor space for gathering is also available! 
 

ESL Classes 

ESL classes resumed at First Presbyterian Church in March, meeting on Mondays 

at 10:00 am, and Saturdays at 9:00 am. We are especially excited to restart this 

English literacy program for our Montagnard community after two years of the 

Covid shutdown.  To ensure we have a smooth-running operation, we need 

additional tutor volunteers.  We strive to have our tutors typically tutor twice  

a month for an hour to an hour and a half at a time.  We provide training so  

prior tutoring experience is not necessary.  Contact Gene Peele 

(gpeele@centurylink.net) if you are interested in learning more about our ESL 

program or shadowing one of our tutors to see how it works. 
 

Church Email List and Church Newsletter 

We communicate a lot of things happening in the life of the church through 

emails through Constant Contact. If you would like to receive regular 

announcements or the newsletter, or both, please contact Cathy Wingfield 

(cathy@firstpresnb.org) or sign up on the church website! 
 

Looking for Reception Volunteers 

If you enjoy working with friendly people in a terrific environment and can 

volunteer your time on weekdays from either 9 am to 1 pm or 1-5 pm, please 

contact the church office (252-637-3270). We are looking for a few more smiling 

faces to join our awesome group of volunteers! 
 

Flowers 

If you would like to provide flowers for the church to honor an anniversary, 

birthday, or memorial date coming up this summer, please see the Flower 

Calendar in the pink folder in the Narthex.  If the date you want is already taken, 

you may also have the flowers displayed in the Narthex on that Sunday. 



Nametags 

We want to encourage everyone to get in the habit of wearing their nametags!   

If you have misplaced yours, Marcy, our Office Administrator, is happy to make 

you another one (marcy@firstpresnb.org).  There is a board in the Narthex where 

you can leave your nametag at the end of the service, and it will be waiting for 

you the next Sunday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes a covenant with all believers, 

First Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all. 

All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership 

 regardless of age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity,  

economic or educational status, or political affiliation. 

 


