If you have not already done so, please place your offering in the
marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to seeing
you again next week.

A special thank you to our ushers!
Organist: Vance Harper Jones
Ensemble: Margaret Cooper, Beth Foley, Bill Harris, Mildred
Moore Lopez, Pat K. Rowlett, Carol Taylor, David Taylor
Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.
Cover Image: “The Light of the World (1853–54) is an allegorical
painting by William Holman Hunt representing the figure of Jesus
preparing to knock on an overgrown and long-unopened door, illustrating
Revelation 3:20: ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with me.’ The door in the painting has no handle, and can therefore
only be opened from the inside, representing ‘the obstinately shut mind.’
The original, painted at night in a makeshift hut at Worcester Park Farm
in Surrey, is now in a side room off the large chapel at Keble College,
Oxford. Toward the end of his life, Hunt painted a life-size version, which
was hung in St Paul's Cathedral, London after a world tour where the
picture drew large crowds. This painting inspired much popular devotion
in the late Victorian period and inspired several musical works, including
Arthur Sullivan's 1873 oratorio ‘The Light of the World.’”

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all
people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational
status, or political affiliation.

The Light of the World, William Holman Hunt, 1853-4, Keble College
Chapel, Oxford, England, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN

21 March 2021
Sunday in Lent

5th

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Established 1817
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World

Assurance of Pardon

Order of Worship
Prayer of Preparation
Loving God, you offer the gift of new life each day. Open my heart
to receive this grace that I may be wholly yours, then give me the
courage to share this gift wherever I go as I seek to walk in your
way of mercy, forgiveness, and newness of life. Amen.

Summary of the Law
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Matthew 22:37-39
Prayer for Illumination
Lesson
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Welcome

John 12:20-36

Chiming of the Trinity
Sermon
Prelude

Near to the Heart of God

The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray

M. Medley
*Affirmation of Faith

*Call to Worship

adapted from Psalm 51
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not
take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a
willing spirit. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will
declare your praise.
For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt
offering, you would not be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Anthem

A Sower Came from Ancient Hills Stuempfle/Horman

Confession
Redeeming God, we confess that we have not loved you with
our whole heart, and have not loved our neighbors as we
ought; we have strayed from your commandments. Do not
remember our sins, but forgive our iniquities, that we may fix
our eyes on you and sin no more, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Silent Confession

A Declaration of Faith (PCUSA 1991) Ch. 9 (1)
Christ calls us to be disciples.
In forming his people and sending them into the world
Jesus called individuals to be disciples. They were to share
the joy of his companionship, to understand and obey his
teachings, and to follow him in life and death. We confess
that Christians today are called to discipleship. Life shared
with Christ and shaped by Christ is God's undeserved gift to
each of us. It is also God's demand upon every one of us,
never perfectly fulfilled by any of us. Forgiven by God and
supported by brothers and sisters, we strive to become more
faithful and effective in our daily practice of the Christian
life.
Anthem

My Song Is Love Unknown

Crossman/Childs

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Postlude

My Song Is Love Unknown

Burkhardt

