Joys and Concerns of the Congregation
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Postlude

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Culli

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in the
marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to seeing
you again next week.

A special thank you to our ushers!
Organist: Vance Harper Jones
Ensemble: Betsy Conzelman, Margaret Cooper, Mildred Moore
Lopez, Pat K. Rowlett, Carol Taylor, David Taylor
Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all
people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational
status, or political affiliation.

Christ Healing Peter's Mother-in-Law, Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, late
1650s, Foundation Custodia, Paris, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project
of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN
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Order of Worship
Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, Light from Light, who commands the universe and
all that is made, your Word is the power that makes whole what is
broken, the force of good, and the food of peace. Teach us now as
you taught in the synagogue. Heal us now so that in all that we
say and do, the freedom we have in you may be for others, too; in
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Welcome
Chiming of the Trinity
Prelude

God Is Calling Through the Whisper

*Call to Worship

Jordan

Isaiah 40:28-31

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the creator of the ends of the earth.
He doesn’t grow tired or weary.
His understanding is beyond human reach,
giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted.
Youths will become tired and weary,
young men will certainly stumble;
but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength;
they will fly up on wings like eagles;
they will run and not be tired;
they will walk and not be weary.
Anthem

Sweet Hour of Prayer

Walford/Bradbury

Confession
Holy and all-powerful God, who commands all spirits,
comforts those in distress, and casts out destructive forces, we
confess that we are unable to do your will. We protect what is
familiar and reject what is unknown. We admire those with
courage but excuse ourselves when we falter from the truth.
We forget that you are always with us, and that with you all

things are possible. Forgive us, lead us, make us new. Remove
our desire to heed false prophets, and show us your way;
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God,
Parent of us all. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Summary of the Law
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Matthew 22:37-39
Prayer of Illumination
Lesson
Psalm 147:1-11 and Mark 1:29-39
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray

*Affirmation of Faith

The Confession of 1967 9.32
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus
Christ has set the pattern for the church’s mission. His
human life involves the church in the common life of all
people. His service to men and women commits the church to
work for every form of human well-being. His suffering
makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it
sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of
need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment
on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and the
awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in
injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his
coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of
human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.

Anthem

Lord of the Dance

Carter/Ferguson

