
 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude O Come, All Ye Faithful McDonald 

 

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in 

the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to 

seeing you again next week. 

A special thank you to our ushers! 
 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble: Beth Foley, Bill Harris, Pat K. Rowlett, David Taylor 

 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First 
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all 

people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of 
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational 

status, or political affiliation. 

 

 

 
 

“Presentation of Christ at the Temple,” Giotto di Dondone, ca. 1304-1306, 
Scrovegni Chapel, Padua, Italy 
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Order of Worship 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

Holy God, Simeon was a righteous and devout old man blessed 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit. When he met the child, Jesus, 

called “Emmanuel,” he saw the hope of our salvation in the 

young child. Having held the baby, Simeon states that he may 

depart in peace. Help us, O God, to receive with open arms your 

salvation in your only Son, Jesus of Nazareth, and give thanks for 

his promise of peace for the world. Amen. 

 

Welcome 

Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude Once in Royal David’s City  Lachenauer 

*Call to Worship 

Praise God! I will give thanks to God with my whole heart,  

in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

God’s work is full of honor and majesty,  

and God’s righteousness endures forever. 

Praise God in the sanctuary  

and remember the wonderful works God has done. 

God’s praise endures forever! 

Together let us pray. 

God of the covenant, you clothe your people with the 

garments of salvation and cover them with the robe of 

righteousness. We praise your name for your work of 

redemption, sending us Jesus as the promise of peace. Fill us 

with the presence of your living Spirit and give us wisdom to 

live in the light of your gifts. 

In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, let us 

worship God! 
 

Anthem     Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Polish carol 
 

 

Litany of Assurance 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent God’s Son, born of 

a woman, born under the law. 

God sent God’s Son to redeem those who were under the law, 

so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Because we are God’s children, God has sent the Spirit into our 

hearts as we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

So, we are no longer a slave but God’s child, and if a child 

then also an heir, through God. 

So, we are no longer slaves to sin, but we are assured of our 

freedom in Christ as God’s child. 
 

 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Lesson                                                                            Luke 2:21-40 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                 A Man, A Woman, Two Birds, A Baby  

                                                                       The Rev. Edward Bellis 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                                    Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the  

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Anthem What Child is This?  Dix/English ballad 
 


