
He lived as a Jew among Jews. He announced to his people 

the coming of God's kingdom of justice and peace on earth. 

We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child, 

yet born of God's power as was no other child. 

In the person and work of Jesus, God himself and a human life 

are united but not confused, distinguished but not separated. 

The coming of Jesus was itself the coming of God's promised 

rule. Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, 

he brings about the relationship between God and humanity 

that God always intended. 

Anthem While by my Sheep 17th c/Hugo Jüngst 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came     A. K. Organ 

 
If you have not already done so, please place your offering in the 

marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to seeing 

you again next week. 

Today, we would like to thank our ushers. We also like to thank 

Jackie Pollock for the beautiful gift of Sanctuary flowers during the 

season of Advent. 
 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble: Betsy Conzelman, Bill Harris, Pat K. Rowlett, Ava 

Smith, Erica Smith, David Taylor 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from 

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First 
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all 

people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of 
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational 

status, or political affiliation. 

 
 

Annunciation, Laura Fisher Smith, Church of the Nativity, Scottsdale AZ 
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Order of Worship 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

Expectant God, Mary sings because she has new life in her,  

the promise of your salvation. Fill me with hope this day  

as I lift my life to you and seek to do your will. Look with favor on 

our world and all who are in need, that your love may be 

magnified as I follow humbly in your way. Amen.  
 

Welcome 

Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude O Come, O Come. Emmanuel Lau 

Advent Liturgy     Based on Luke 1:46-55 
  

Candle Lighting 

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ, 

joining our voices with the joyful song of his mother, Mary. 
 

Ensemble                                                (Hymn 100, v. 4 and refrain) 

Though the nations rage from age to age,        Erica Smith 

we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us 

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 

who is turning the world around. 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn. 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

For you, O Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

and holy is your name. 

You have mercy on those who fear you, 

from generation to generation. 

You have shown strength with your arm, 

and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

casting down the mighty from their thrones 

and lifting up the lowly. 

You have filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

Anthem     Angels, from the Realms of Glory Montgomery/Smart 
 

Prayer of Confession 

Faithful God, we know that you are always there to guide us,  

yet we often make plans without listening to you and discover 

that our human agendas can drown out our ability to hear 

your will for us. We repent of these faults and turn to you in 

love. Forgive our offenses and pardon our sins, that our lives 

may magnify your holy name forever. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Lesson                                             Luke 1:26-38 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                  The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
 

*Affirmation of Faith                       A Declaration of Faith Ch. 4 (1) 
God sent the promised Deliverer to his people. 

Jesus, the long expected Savior, came into the world as a 

child, descended from David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of Mary, a virgin. 

 


