Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith

Anthem

Come, Child of Light

Larson

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
To you, Lord God, we stretch out our hands.
Benediction
Postlude

Mary, Did you Know?

M. Lowry and B Greene

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in
the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to
seeing you again next week.
A special thank you to our ushers!
Organist: Cindy Sutton
Ensemble: Beth Foley, Susan Mabie, Pat K. Rowlett
Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all
people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational
status, or political affiliation.

“Annunciation,” Anonymous, 17th Century, The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York
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Order of Worship
Prayer of Preparation
God of Advent, you are the light of the world. In you, there is no
darkness at all. There are no outcasts, no one who is not good
enough, and all have a place at the table. As we continue our
journey through Advent, help us to remember that you welcome
with open arms those whom the world says do not belong. In
Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

For you, O Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm,
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

Welcome

Anthem

Chiming of the Trinity

Prayer of Confession
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring nations
under your rule. We confess that we have not expected your
reign. We have lived casual lives and ignored your promised
judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse
the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy,
forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way and to seek
things that will endure when Christ comes to fulfill your
dream for the world.

Prelude

Advent Liturgy

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
C. Wesley and R Prichard
Based on Luke 1:46-55

Candle Lighting
We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ,
joining our voices with the joyful song of his mother, Mary.
Ensemble
(Hymn 100, v. 3 and refrain)
From the halls of power to the fortress tower,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
every tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

arr. by Pethel

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Summary of the Law
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Matthew 22:37-39
Prayer of Illumination
Lesson
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

To Take A Name

John 1:6-8, 19-28

The Rev. Edward Bellis

