*Affirmation of Faith

A Declaration of Faith Ch. 9 (5)
Christ calls us to pilgrimage toward the kingdom.
Jesus announced the coming of God's kingdom and its hidden
presence in the midst of the world's kingdoms. He taught his
disciples to seek God's kingdom first. We believe Christ gives
us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward God's
kingdom. Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey all that
sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful. No more
than Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat
of life in the world. We are in the world, but not of the world.
Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people do
not rest in the powers and achievements of this world, but in
the coming and hidden presence of God's kingdom. Christ
calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve
as he has served us; to take up our cross, risking the
consequences of faithful discipleship; to walk by faith, not by
sight, to hope for what we have not seen.

Anthem

Comfort, Comfort, Now My People

Olearius/1551
“Mary’s Song,” Lauren Wright Pittman, 2016, from Art in the Christian
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Postlude

Savior of the Nations, Come

Piutti

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in
the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to
seeing you again next week.
A special thank you to our ushers!
Organist: Vance Harper Jones
Ensemble: Margaret Cooper, Beth Foley, Susan Mabie, Pat K.
Rowlett, Ava Smith, Erica Smith, David Taylor
Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.
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Order of Worship
Prayer of Preparation
God of power unexpected, we want you to tear open the heavens
and come down; to make mountains quake, water boil, and stars
to fall until all nations tremble at your presence! But you, you will
not perform according to our wants and whims. Instead you come
like the sound of sheer silence: Thin. Quiet. Instead you are born
among us as an infant. Instead you show us how love is made
perfect in weakness. So we will stay alert, or at least we will
try, because we are your people and there is no other God besides
you. Amen.
Welcome
Chiming of the Trinity
Prelude
Advent Liturgy

My Lord! What a Morning

Bellingham

Based on Luke 1:46-55

Candle Lighting
Ava Smith
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ,
joining our voices with the joyful song of his mother, Mary.
Ensemble
(Hymn 100, v. 1 and refrain)
My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For you, O Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Anthem

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Wesley/Prichard

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we become distracted,
even weary, in our discipleship. We keep busy schedules; we
rush about. Captivated by technology, seduced by the lure of
consumer goods, we do not remain alert to your divine
presence in our lives, in the church, in the world.
Make us better doorkeepers of our lives, watching for you
attentively. Awaken us to your surprising power and glory
and peace, so we do not miss how near you are to our very
own gates. Be gracious toward us, we pray, until we are
gathered, from the ends of earth to the ends of heaven, into
your embrace. We pray in the name of Christ, who was, and
is, and is to come. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Summary of the Law
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Matthew 22:37-39
Prayer of Illumination
Lesson
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 and Isaiah 64:1-9
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Lessons in the Midst of Laments

Steve Mabie

