
 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude Now Thank We All Our God J. Crüger 

 

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in 

the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to 

seeing you again next week. 

A special thank you to our ushers! 
 

 

Pianist: Cindy Sutton 

Quartet:  Beth Foley, Tommy Hall, Sue Jones, Susan Mabie 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First 
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all 

people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of 
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational 

status, or political affiliation. 

    

 

 
 

“Be Thou My Vision,” Mike Moyers, 2013, from Art in the Christian Tradition, 
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN 

 

 
15 November 2020 

24th Sunday After Pentecost 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Established 1817 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World 

  



Order of Worship 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

O God, the parable of the talents is a classic reminder that we are 

to be stewards of all creation. We are not to hoard its goods, nor 

hurt and destroy it. It is ours to return when the master comes to 

settle accounts. What we give back will depend upon how we care 

for it. We pray that we are faithful in our desire to multiply its 

fruits. Help us to live wisely in this day you give us and allow you 

to plan our tomorrows. In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen.  

 

Welcome and Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude Come, Ye Thankful People Come G. Elvey 

 

*Call to Worship 

Come and let us worship, all who wait for the return of the Lord. 

For no one knows whether that day will come soon or be a 

long wait. 

But one thing is for certain: that day will surely come. 

And those not prepared will endure the terrible wrath of God. 

Let us keep our spiritual house in order, serving the Lord with joy.  

Together let us pray. 

Your day, O God, draws near with deliberate haste.  We 

prepare ourselves for the providence that you promise to us in 

Christ.  As we gather in this place to give you all praise and 

glory, fill us so with the Holy Spirit that we may discern your 

will.  May we thereby be led to worship you in all that we do, 

with thanksgiving to Jesus, who shows us the way. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, let us worship God! 

 
Anthem Shine, Jesus Shine Graham Kendrick 

Prayer of Confession 

God of mercy, your call is for us to be good stewards, but we 

squander your gifts. You give us tasks to perform, yet we do 

as we please. You send us to minister on behalf of those who 

are suffering, yet we are slow to respond until our own needs 

are met. You expect us to praise you in all that we do, yet we 

take all the credit for those things we do well. Help us to know 

and experience the joy of obediently serving you faithfully. 

Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Pardon 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon       Day People The Rev. Edward Bellis  

Baptism of Reese Katherine Elks 

                    Daughter of Katherine Triplett and Jason Elks 

                    Granddaughter of Mitch and Martha Triplett 
 

*Affirmation of Faith                                              The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the  

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Moment for Stewardship 

Anthem Soon and Very Soon Andraé Crouch 


