
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the  

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Moment for Stewardship                 

Anthem          O Lord, How Shall I Meet You Gerhardt/Teschner 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

O God, make speed to save us.  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude The Creation Van Hulse 

 

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in 

the marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to 

seeing you again next week. 

A special thank you to our ushers! 
 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble: Betsy Conzelman, Bill Harris, Pat K. Rowlett, David 

Taylor 

 

 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First 
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all 

people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of 
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational 

status, or political affiliation. 

 
 

“The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins,” William Blake, ca. 1799–1800, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
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Order of Worship 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

Eternal and everlasting Lord, as we approach Advent’s season, 

we read: “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 

hour.” How strange when everyone knows the date of Christmas! 

May our calendars, however, not limit our preparation for the 

usual, and our anticipation of the day rule out your surprises as 

you set before us the promise of eternity for all who will accept 

Christ and serve in your kingdom. In Christ’s name, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome 

Recognition of Veterans 

Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude O Beautiful for Spacious Skies  Powell 

*Call to Worship 

We are, each one, messengers sent to tell the world of God’s love. 

We are, each one, called to share the news of God’s mercy and 

grace. 

For indeed each of us has fallen short and chosen our own ways. 

Yet Christ will return one day, and we are each called to be 

prepared. 

Then let us proclaim to all the world, the glory of God is at hand. 

Together let us pray. 

O God, your justice is like the waters that cleanse us from all 

inequity. Your righteousness runs like streams of goodness 

washing our souls. You purify the thoughts of our minds by 

the inspiration of your Spirit and sanctify our actions by the 

gift of your Son. We are renewed by your mercy, to give you 

all praise in response to your grace. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, let us worship God. 

 
Anthem               Great God of Every Blessing Gambrell/Wesley 

 

Prayer of Confession          When We Gather,” James Kirk, Year A Page 132) 

I hate, I despise your feasts 

O God, forgive our gluttony and greed. 

I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

O God, forgive our unwillingness to rejoice in the gospel. 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and cereal 

offerings, I will not accept them. 

O God, forgive our lack of total commitment. 

The peace offerings of your fatted beasts I will not look upon. 

O God, forgive our hesitancy to seek reconciliation. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs. 

O God, forgive our reluctance to listen when you speak. 

To the melody of your harps I will not listen.  

O God, have mercy upon us and hear our confession. As your 

justice rolls down upon us, may your righteousness cleanse us 

of all our sin. 
 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first 

commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lesson                      Matthew 25:1-13 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon       Be Prepared The Rev. Edward Bellis 

*Affirmation of Faith                                              The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; 


