
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Established 1817 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

Building Community ▪ Transforming Lives ▪ Engaging the World 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First Presbyterian 

Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all people. All persons are 
welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of age, sexual orientation, gender, 

ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational status, or political affiliation 

 

Order of Worship 
25 October 2020 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

From everlasting to everlasting 
you are God. 
Carry me today in your steadfast love 
that I may rejoice and be glad all my days, 
living life fully 
without fear of the end. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Chiming of the Trinity 

Call to Worship                  Adapted from Psalm 90 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout 

all generations.                                                                     

In you, we come home— 

to rest, to wrestle,  

to love, to be loved. 

We dwell in you. 

Before the mountains were born, 

before you delivered the whole world,  

from everlasting past to everlasting future,  

you are God. 

In you, we are home— 

we dream, we flourish, we fade, we rejoice. 

We dwell in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 275   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Martin Luther 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Confession 

Lord, we confess: We do not live as those worthy to be entrusted with the good news of 

your grace; We relate to others callously as though we do not trust that gospel ourselves; 
We seek to please and manipulate, using flattery to gain praise and distinction; We use 

condescension as a mask to cover insecurity or a need for power. Our motives are mixed, 

impure. Lord, reassure and cleanse us, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Summary of the Law 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first commandment. And a second is like it, 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”      Matthew 22:37-39 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lesson                                                         Deuteronomy 34:1-12 and Psalm 90 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                                                                The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 

*Affirmation of Faith                                    The Heidelberg Catechism (1563) Question 1                                                                       

What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death— to my faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way 

that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all 

things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy 

Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now 

on to live for him. 

 

Anthem                                  How Firm a Foundation   Rippon/American folk melody 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Benediction 

 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Quartet: Sue Jones, Beth Foley, Charles Francis, Pat K. Rowlett 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-

701790. All rights reserved. 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Text:  Martin Luther, 1529; trans. Frederick Henry Hedge, 1852. Music: 

Martin Luther, 1529, alt.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 

How Firm a Foundation  Text: “K” in John Rippons’s A Selectino of Hymns, 1787, alt. Music: American 

folk melody; Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt. ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 


