
In Christ God's Word of acceptance takes flesh: by grace 

through faith we are set right with God, adopted as children 

of God, not because of anything we have done, but because of 

what Christ has done. In Christ God's Word of demand is 

lived out: to love God and neighbor as he did is what God 

requires of us. The Spirit adds no different Word from God, 

but leads us deeper into the truth of God uttered in Jesus 

Christ. 

Anthem We Three Kings of Orient Are Hopkins 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude Another Year Is Dawning McDonald 

 
If you have not already done so, please place your offering in the 

marked basket nearest the exit you use. We look forward to seeing 

you again next week. 

A special thank you to our ushers! 
 

Organist: Vance Harper Jones 

Ensemble: Beth Foley, Bill Harris, Susan Mabie, Pat K. Rowlett, 

David Taylor 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from 

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 

 

Trusting that God’s grace embraces and makes covenant with all believers, First 
Presbyterian Church intends to be an inclusive place of spiritual growth for all 

people. All persons are welcomed into this fellowship and membership regardless of 
age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic or racial identity, economic or educational 

status, or political affiliation. 

 
 

Journey of the Magi, 1120-1145, image for the illuminated manuscript, one of 
several psalters created at or for St. Albans Abbey in the 12th century, from Art 

in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 
Nashville, TN 
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Order of Worship 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

God of every nation, by the light of a wondrous star you led 

wandering magi to the humble infant Jesus, revealing to them 

your salvation for the world. In the miraculous and the mundane, 

in union with all who have glimpsed the light of your grace, lead 

us to Christ that we may offer our worship and serve him with 

sincerity of heart; for he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever. Amen. 
 

Welcome 

Chiming of the Trinity 

Prelude Prelude for Epiphany  Nelson 

*Call to Worship                 Psalm 147:1-12 
  

Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he 

is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of 

Israel. 

He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them 

their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is 

beyond measure. 

The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the 

ground 

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on 

the lyre 

He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the 

earth, makes grass grow on the hills. 

He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when 

they cry. 

His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure 

in the speed of a runner; but the Lord takes pleasure in those 

who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love. Praise 

the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 
 

Anthem     As with Gladness Men of Old Dix/Kocher 
 

Litany of Assurance                                          Colossians 3:12-17 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience. 

Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 

another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive. 

Above all clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 
 

Summary of the Law 
 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Lesson                                                                        Matthew 2:1-12 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                  The Rev. Dr. Maren Sonstegard-Spray 
 

*Affirmation of Faith                       A Declaration of Faith Ch. 6 (2) 
 

Jesus Christ is the living Word of God. 

The Word which was with God from the beginning 

was embodied in Jesus Christ. We hold that what God says to 

us and does for us centers in Jesus Christ our living Lord 

as he is remembered, known, and expected. 

 


