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Baptism of the Lord 

 

Prayer of Preparation   

Holy God, when Jesus was baptized in the Jordan 

the heavens opened, the Spirit descended, 

and your voice affirmed your love in Jesus 

for the healing of the human race and all creation. 

By water and word, you lovingly invite us into your mission.  

May your Spirit, moving like a stream of water 

flowing from its source, work in us this day to realize 

your vision of a world made new in Christ, 

in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

Welcome 
  

The Chiming of the Trinity 

 

Introit Sing of God Made Manifest Daw/Hintze 
 

*Call to Worship     

In the beginning, darkness covered the deep,  

and God said: Let there be light.  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters!  
 

Through the words of the prophet, the Lord said:  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters!  
 

Do not fear, says the Lord; I am with you.  

I have called you by name; you are mine.  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 

When Jesus was baptized by John,  

suddenly the heavens were opened.  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters!  
 

Let us worship God! 

 

  



Hymn 96 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Coffin/1690 
 

 
 

Call to Confession  

 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God,  

in baptism, you promise forgiveness and new life,  

making us part of the body of Christ.  

We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, separated from one another.  

We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges,  

and show reluctance to welcome one another. 

We allow the past to hold us captive.  



(we pause for a time of silent confession) 

 

In your loving-kindness, have mercy on us,  

and free us from sin.  

Fulfill the promises of our baptism  

so that we may rise to new life,  

and live together in grace. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Summary of the Law Matthew 22:37-39 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind.’ This is the greatest and the first commandment. And a second is like it, ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Reading  Matthew 3:13-17 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Who is This Man?  
 

Affirmation of Faith    Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him, all things were made. For us and our salvation, 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

Anthem Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways Dunstan/Horman 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Invitation 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer 



Words of Institution 

Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Benediction 

 

 
 

Organist:  Vance Harper Jones 
 

Ensemble:  Members of the Daybreak and  

Sanctuary Choirs 
 

 
 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service was obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-701790, and CCLI # 3202763. All rights reserved. 

 

Sing of God Made Manifest: Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1990 © 1990 Hope Publishing Company; 

Music:  Jakob Hintze, 1678; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach. As published in Glory to God © 2013 Westminster 

John Knox Press. All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 
 

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry: Text: Charles Coffin, 1736; trans. John Chandler, 1837, alt. 

Music: Musikalisches Handbuch, 1690, Harm. William Henry Monk, 1847 alt. As published in Glory to 

God © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 

 

 Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways; Text: Sylvia Dunstan, 1991 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: 

John D. Horman, 1998 © 1998 Abingdon Press (admin. The Copyright Company). As published in Glory to 

God © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved.  Permission by ONE LICENSE #A-701790. 

 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD - www.firstpresnb.org/calendar 
 

Sunday, Jan. 15 4:00 pm Sanctuary Bells (Handbell Choir) 

 5:30-7:30 pm Youth Group and SALT (Grades 3-12) 

Monday All day Office Closed – MLK Jr. Holiday 

 12:00 pm Rebuilding: Divorce Recovery Group 

 2:00 pm Knit 4 Others  

 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom) 

Tuesday 2:30 pm Pickleball (J. Murphy Smith Center) 

 6:30 pm Worship Commission 

 6:45 pm Presbyterian Women Circle 3 

Wednesday 11:45 am Preschool Choir 

 12:00 pm Life of Prayer 

 3:30 pm Outreach Commission 

 5:00 pm Contemplative Worship 

 5:30 pm Property Committee 



Thursday  2:30 pm Pickleball (J. Murphy Smith Center) 

 5:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Resurrection Singers) 

 5:30 pm Budget and Finance 

Friday 4:00 pm Deadline for Newsletter items 

Saturday 10:00 am Pickleball (J. Murphy Smith Center) 

Sunday, Jan. 22 8:30 am Worship 

 9:15-10:15 am Fellowship Café 

 9:40-10:40 am Sunday School 

 11:00 am Worship 

 12:00 pm ESL Reception for Montagnard Families 

 3:00 pm Organ Recital to honor Vance Harper Jones 

 5:00 pm Youth Group (grades 6-12) 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

ESL Reception for our Montagnard families – January 22 – 12:00 pm 

A reception for our Montagnard families will be held in the Session House on January 22, following the 

11:00 church service. The purpose is to talk with you about the English learning services offered by our 

ESL team and to gather information about your interests and needs for tutoring to improve your English 

and to help you obtain US citizenship. Lunch will be served. If you would like to know more or plan to 

attend please contact H’Plai Nay at 252-229-9069 

 

Organ Concert in honor of Vance Harper Jones – January 22 – 3:00 pm 

Nationally known concert organist Nathan Laube will present an organ concert in honor of Vance 

Harper Jones’ 46-year tenure as organist at First Presbyterian Church. The concert will be open to the 

public. 

 

A Celebration of and for Vance Harper Jones – January 29 

Vance will be presented with some parting gifts during the 11:00 am service, followed by a reception in 

his honor in the Session House. 

 

Loaves and Fishes Scavenger Hunt - Sunday, January 29 - 6:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Our youth (and Christ Church Youth) will be split into teams to compete in a canned food scavenger 

hunt. We need volunteers to donate canned foods either in person at your home or by leaving the 

canned goods on your porch. If you are interested in being a pick-up site, please contact Catherine 

(catherine@firstpresnb.org) to get on the map and receive your RCS donation needs list.  

 

Scout Sunday – February 5 

Calling all troops – cubs, daisies, eagles, ambassadors, and everyone in between! There will be 

opportunities to serve at the 11:00 am service. Afterward, there will be a cookie fellowship in the 

Ministry Center courtyard. Please contact Breck Gibbs (breckgibbs@gmail.com) ASAP if you would like 

to serve and be recognized during worship. 

 

Planning for the Final Chapter of Your Life – Friday, February 10, 2023 – 10:00 am 

The Lunch Wagon is sponsoring this program.  We will have a panel of speakers who will discuss topics 

such as estate planning, making funeral arrangements, making final wishes known, etc. They are 

planning to do a box lunch so the sessions can continue after lunch. A sign-up sheet will be in the church 

office. 



CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
 

❖ 9:40 am-10:40 am: Sunday School: Follow Me  

Children (Grades K-5) in Ministry Center Room 1.24 

Youth (Grades 6-12) in Ministry Center Rooms 2.23-24 

If you are interested in a detailed calendar of upcoming Children, Youth, and Family Ministry opportunities, or 

volunteering, please reach out to Catherine Campbell, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry: 

catherine@firstpresnb.org 

 
Youth Winter Retreat – Friday, February 17 – 4:00 pm 

Let’s get away for the weekend! The Youth (grades 6-12) will meet at First Presbyterian to ride the 

church bus to Camp Caroline. Linens, towels, and meals are included in your registration fees. Bring a 

snack to share! It will be cold down by the water, so bring warm clothes and maybe an extra blanket. We 

will return to the church on Sunday, February 19, at noon for pick-up. Priority is given to high schoolers 

– the registration deadline is February 1. 

 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FORMATION 

Sunday Mornings, 9:40 am-10:40 am 
 

Session I January 8 – February 12 
 

Session House Parlor: The Present Word (George Evans)  

The Present Word is an in-depth Bible study for adults that dives deep into God’s Word, studying the 

Bible over six years and focusing on a specific theme each quarter. For the winter, the class is studying 

“From Darkness to Light.” Contact George Evans (gkevans4@gmail.com) with questions. This class 

continues through all the sessions. 

 

Session House Main Room: C.S. Lewis: The Four Loves & The Reluctant Convert 

In this class, Jim Copland will lead a four-week study of C.S. Lewis’ 1960 book The Four Loves, exploring 

the four Greek concepts of love.  (The book will be available on the first day of class.) For the final two 

weeks of the session, the class will delve more deeply into Lewis’s spiritual journey by watching and 

discussing the movie The Reluctant Convert.  (See https://fpatheatre.com/production/the-most-reluctant-

convert-movie/.) 

 

Owl Room (Ministry Center, Second Floor) and via Zoom: Reviving Discipleship – Staying Christian in 

Changing Times (Lloyd Griffith).  How should we think about our Christianity—and revive our 

discipleship—in these modern times? Lloyd Griffith will lead this class in discussions based on Brian 

McLaren’s 2022 book Do I Stay Christian?:  

A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned. This class will be offered on Zoom as well as in 

person; the Zoom link will be sent out in the Sunday morning email.   

To receive that email or to get the Zoom link, contact Cathy Wingfield at cathy@firstpresnb.org. This class 

will continue into Session II. 

 

Library (Ministry Center, Second Floor): Prayer Beading as a Tool for Prayer (Lynn Georges & Janet Bryan) 

This three-session class will explore the history and art of using prayer beads.  Participants will have the 

opportunity to make their own set of prayer beads.  The class will use A Bead and A Prayer: A Beginner's 

Guide to Protestant Prayer Beads by Kristen E. Vincent as its text. This class will meet on January 8, 15, and 22. 

 



Upcoming: Mark your calendars! On February 19 there will be a special all-church Sunday School 

offering in the Session House Main Room.  Carol Becton, president of the African American History & 

Culture Center of New Bern, will share her presentation on the Great Fire of New Bern, which happened 

on December 1, 1922.   

 

Midweek Opportunities 
 

Divine Sleep Yoga class – Mondays, 12:00-1:00 pm (Canceled – resumes January 23) 

Taught by Diane Elliott in the Lighthouse (on the corner of New and Hancock streets). Participants may 

bring a prop, such as a yoga mat and blanket for comfort. Contact Diane Elliott with questions (410 507-

5508, dianeelliott0@gmail.com) The class is free, but donations are accepted. 

 

Monday Evening Women’s Bible Study – 7:00-8:30 pm via Zoom   

We are reading the book Neglected Voices: Biblical Spirituality in the Margins, by John Indermark.  The book 

is available from Amazon, new or used. For more information, contact Wendy Moeller at 252-876-7259 or 

Marice DeBruhl at 252-637-5468. To be placed on the Zoom list, contact Cathy Wingfield at 828-767-0975.  

 

Rebuilding – Divorce Recovery Group – 3rd Mondays 

This group hopes to be just the right balance of a shoulder-to-cry-on and a kick-in-the-pants to support 

your getting through this confusing and often painful process and putting your life back together. Our 

next meeting is Monday, January 16, 12:00 pm in the Ministry Center Chapel. 

 

Life of Prayer: The Practice of Contemplative Living – Wednesdays, 12:00-1:00 pm 

Led by Lloyd Griffith and meets in the Ministry Center Owl Room and by Zoom. The group is studying 

Listening for Heartbeat of God, A Celtic Spirituality, by J. Philip Newell. 

 

Contemplative Worship - Wednesday evenings, 5:00-5:30 

Led by Lloyd Griffith, this service in FPC’s chapel is focused on silence, prayer, and reflection on Biblical 

text. The Lord’s Supper is observed on the 4th Wednesday. 

 
SERVICE AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

Flowers 
Welcome, 2023! It’s time to fill up our flower calendar! If you would like to provide flowers in church to 

give glory to God in honor of an anniversary, birthday, or memorial date, please see the Flower Calendar 

in the pink folder in the Narthex.   

 

Presbyterian Women's outreach program for January is infant layette items for Carolina East Medical 

Center. Circle members are invited to bring anything related to infants to their January meetings. Such 

items as disposable diapers, blankets, onesies, and so forth will all be welcomed. You do not have to be a 

Circle member to donate.  
 

MONTREAT WOMEN’S CONNECTION 
Mark Your Calendars and Register Now!  Kate Bowler is the keynote speaker at this year’s Montreat 

Women’s Conference, scheduled for August 11 – 13, 2023. Women’s Connection 2023 will be a time for 

women to connect with old and new friends in a space with powerful worship, honest conversation, rest, 

and abundant laughter.  The keynote speaker this year is author Kate Bowler (katebowler.com).  We will 

register as a group again this year which means instead of registering on the Montreat website.  To find 

out more and -most importantly- to register (we only need a small deposit at this time) please visit 

firstpresnb.org/retreats.    

firstpresnb.org/retreats

